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Alliance Presents Awards at Its Annual Meeting

(Williamsburg, VA) – The Greater Williamsburg Chamber & Tourism Alliance held its Annual Meeting Wednesday, September 24, at the Crowne Plaza Williamsburg at Ft. Magruder. Outgoing Alliance chairman Joseph Mastaler of Witt Mares presided over the meeting reviewing Alliance accomplishments throughout the past year and addressing key programs for the future.  Among the programs highlighted were the organization’s role as the lead investor in the Williamsburg Area Destination Marketing Committee, the Alliance workforce development program, the comprehensive plan task force and a number of tourism and business-related programs including the Williamsburg Value Card and WilliamsburgWeekends.com promotion in Washington designed to attract DC weekend visitation to the area.  

Each year the Chamber & Tourism Alliance recognizes distinguished members with awards among them are the Small Business Person of the Year, The Corporate Citizen of the Year and The Roll of the Drum, and others.  

The Chamber & Tourism Alliance recognizes the important role small business plays in our economy and this year has selected Jeff Schell, owner of Cook’s Gardens & Cook’s Christmas for his continued employee growth, increased sales, and excellent customer service.  The Alliance also recognizes Wal-Mart Distribution Center 6008 as the Corporate Citizen of the Year for their community involvement and their commitment to the future growth of the area.  The Roll of the Drum Award was established to recognize an individual for outstanding work on behalf of the community and the Chamber.  Sanford (Sandy) B. Wanner is this year’s recipient for his contribution to the Historic Triangle’s education, safety and workforce development, plus give the County a prominent place in assisting with tourism and marketing venues.  

-continued-

Additionally, Mastaler passed the gavel to incoming 2008 - 2009 Chairman, John Bacon, Colonial Williamsburg.  Other officers include Jim Golden, Vice Chair Business Interests; Joe Cantrell, Vice Chairman Tourism Interest; Tom Austin, Treasurer, Joe Mastaler, Immediate Past Chair, Dick Schreiber, President/CEO and Bob Hershberger Executive Vice President.  

The following is a list of all the awards given at the Annual Meeting.  

· Corporate Citizen of the Year: Wal-Mart Distribution Center 6088
· “Roll of the Drum”: Sanford (Sandy) B. Wanner,
· Small-Business Person of the Year: Jeff Schell, Cooke’s Gardens & Cooke’s Christmas 

· William Washington Customer Service Award: Sherrill Hudgins, Williamsburg Landing 

· Ambassador of the Year: Bill Forloine, CLU, New York Life Insurance Company
· Military Citizens of the Year:

                  

                  Sgt Kristie Eisenhower, Fort Eustis

                  

                  MST2 Danile Vazquez, Coast Guard Training Center, Yorktown

                  

                  Petty Officer 1st Class John M. Frush, US Navy Cheatham 


  Annex 

                  Lt Beata Ilona Gonzales, US Naval Weapons Station, Yorktown

            

Established in 1938, the Greater Williamsburg Chamber & Tourism Alliance is a non-profit organization comprised of more than 1,000 members.  Its purpose is to sustain, enhance and promote the business community of the Historic Triangle (City of Williamsburg, James City County and York County).  
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