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American Bus Association Names Colonial Williamsburg’s Grand Illumination One of North America’s 100 Best Events for 2010

— Event is a Gateway to Area’s Holiday Spirit and Group Tourism Dollars — 
Williamsburg, VA — The American Bus Association (ABA) has designated Colonial Williamsburg’s signature holiday event, the Grand Illumination, as one of the Top 100 Events in North America for the year 2010. Inclusion in the Top 100 Events list, which also is published as a supplement to the September/October issue of Destinations magazine, indicates that the Grand Illumination offers excellent entertainment value to both tour groups and individual travelers from around the world, according to ABA.

ABA’s elite 2010 Top 100 Events Selection Committee evaluated more than 500 diverse U.S. and Canadian events, which had to be nominated by state and provincial tourism offices, local convention and visitors bureaus, or destination marketing organizations.  The Alliance created and submitted the successful nomination, working closely with Colonial Williamsburg’s group sales operation.  Now in its 28th year, the ABA’s Top 100 Events is one of the most sought-after lists by travel professionals, motorcoach operators and the general public.
“The attractiveness of the Grand Illumination as a don’t-miss experience is only part of why its selection this year is such a distinction for Greater Williamsburg,” said Peter J. Pantuso, CTIS, ABA’s president and CEO.  “The real news is that the Grand Illumination has been recognized as a magnet for tourism dollars, at a time when reenergizing domestic tourism is so important to our spirit and our economy.  The honor gives Greater Williamsburg an important boost in visibility among professional tour planners.  Simply put, motorcoach groups spend more and stay longer.  That’s why the Grand Illumination is truly a local economic asset.”

According to studies recently completed by researchers at The George Washington University and Dunham and Associates, one overnight visit by a motorcoach group can leave from $5,000 to more than $13,000 in a local destination’s economy through spending on lodging, meals, admissions, fees, shopping, services and local taxes.
Colonial Williamsburg’s Grand Illumination features fireworks, music, candlelit buildings and all-natural wreaths and garlands throughout the Historic Area.  It takes place in 2009 on Sunday, December 6, marking its 75th anniversary. The tradition of Grand Illumination originated in 1934 with a “White Lighting.” The first “authentic” re-creation of an 18th-century Christmas in Williamsburg featured simple single candles in the windows of the Historic Area’s restored and reconstructed buildings, as well as garlands and greens on the outside of the buildings.
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Image Caption:

Grand Illumination, a signature event of Colonial Williamsburg’s holiday season, features fireworks, music and candlelit buildings on Sunday, Dec. 6, 2009. The celebration begins in the late afternoon with a variety of entertainment on multiple outdoor stages throughout the Historic Area. The Colonial Williamsburg Fifes and Drums provides 18th-century music appropriate to the season. Other costumed performers present holiday entertainment found in Williamsburg two centuries ago.
Official logo of the ABA 2010 Top 100 Events also attached.
