then killed his hogs, and murdered the
unborn son of her neighbor’s wife.

We, as justices, were allowed to ques-
tion witnesses and render a verdict on the
Sherwood case, which was based on actual
case records from the early 18th century.
The acting and ambiance was so authentic
that it literally swept us back in time. The
nighttime proceedings made an even eerier
setting and the fiercely combative “Virginia
Witch” was a force to be reckoned with in
court. I must confess, it didn’t look good
for Sherwood, and despite our modern-day
sensibilities, she looked guilty as, well, you
know.

“Cry Witch” is just one of the many
living histories that take place each day
in Colonial Williamsburg. Here you
can pop in and out of charming shops
offering handcrafted goods of the era, and
even purchase or rent authentic colonial
clothing, allowing tourists to blend like
locals from 1776. Many children can be
seen donning the apparel, making a stroll
down the street a surreal historic experi-
ence, especially when you chat with profes-

WS
TASTE OF 21ST CENTURY
WILLIAMSBURG

Even the mostardent of
historians must reenter
the 21st century from
time to time to enjoy
its creature comforts.
Here are just a few not-
to-be-missed area sites
and attractions that
offer a healthy slice
of modern-day Ameri-
cana. For thrill seek-

ers, Busch Gardens -
(www.buschgardens.com) is only a short ride away
from Colonial Williamsburg, and is consistently voted
the most beautiful amusement park in the country.
Shopaholics shouldn’t miss the Prime Outlets of Wil-
liamsburg (www.primeoutlets.com), ranked as one
of the nation’s top outlet stores. Trendy carnivores
and cigar lovers’ mouths will water at the new Opus
9 Steakhouse (Www.opus9steakhouse.com). Come
hungry, leave stuffed.

Colonial shoeshop in Williamsburg

sional actors in period dress and marvel
at the historic homes and taverns that line
the main avenue. (Amazingly 88 original
buildings have been saved and restored
to look as they did in the 1700s.) At any
given moment the streets become a stage as
Martha Washington arrives by carriage to
give a speech in front of the Capitol, Pat-
rick Henry takes the stump for one of his
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fiery calls for revolution, or slaves gather
to discuss the Declaration of Independence
and what that means for them. Every day
a whole new cast of characters take to the
streets for live performances, so for those
staying several days, you are ensured
something new to discover each passing
minute. While you may tour a portion of
the historic district free of charge, travelers

will need to pay for a pass to enter Revolu-
tionary City, where the living histories are
performed and many of the key buildings
are located.

For a special treat, head to one of Wil-
liamsburg’s four historic taverns offering
a not-to-be-missed dining experience
that’s fit for a king, ahem, I mean Presi-
dent. We dined at King’s Arms Tavern and
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savored a full serving of history along with
their famous peanut soup garnished with
roasted peanuts and peanut crackers. Every
thing is so meticulously authentic that we
half-expected George and Martha to make
a surprise entrance. Instead, a woman
singing ballads from the 18th century ser-
enades diners in rooms lit only by candle-
light and decorated with furniture popular
with Virginia gentry.

If you are looking for lodging that
complements your complete immersion
into the history of the area, than lay your
head at the luxurious Williamsburg Inn,
the cozy Williamsburg Lodge or really
transcend yourself back in time at the
Colonial Houses, 26 period accommoda-
tions in the Historic area. Whichever you
choose, rest assured, your stay will be as
memorable as it is convenient. You will be
within steps of Colonial Williamsburg,
therefore foregoing the use of your car,

and truly live the life of a colonist.

Yorktown
Startled by a musket blast, I quickened my
pace and ran toward the noise to see what
all the hullabaloo was about. Normally,
if I would hear such a sound I would run
the other direction, but the redcoats ske-
daddled from Yorktown a long time ago,
so I quickstepped through the maze of
exhibits to the recreated Revolutionary
War encampment just outside its doors. A
man in full Yankee uniform stood before
us and demonstrated the use of a musket.
The heat was stifling as I painfully eyed his
thick wool uniform and I quickly came to
an even greater appreciation of the soldier’s
sacrifices of 1776. I walked in and out of
the tents, each filled with authentic furnish-
ings from the period and soon I stumbled
upon a table covered with what looked like
the contents of torturer’s toolbox. It was
in fact, a surgeon’s table, which made me
wince with the thought of finding myself
on a gurney in the 18th century.
Yorktown has three areas of interest






